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CATALOGUE 


OF 


A FEW PIECES 


OF 


fee SUOULPTURE 


INCLUDING 


A MAGNIFICENT ANCIENT GREEK 
STATUETTE OF APHRODITEH, 


Circa 300 B.C. 


WHICH WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION, 
BY MESSRS. 
SOTHEBY anp Co. 


The Rt. Hon. Sr Monracur Bariow, Bt.. K.B.E. G.. Hopson, M.V.0O, ¥F. W. Warren, O.B.E. M.O, 
C. G. Des Graz, B.A. Miss E, BaRow. O. V. Prukineton, B.A. 


Auctioneers of Literary Property & Works illustrative of the Fine Aris, 
AT THEIR LARGE GALLERIES, 34 & 35, NEW BOND STREET, W. 1, 


On TUESDAY, the 12th of JUNE, 1928, 


Immediately following the Sale of Gen. Sir John Maxwell’s 
Egyptian Antiquities. 


May be Viewed Two Days prior. Catalogues may be had. 
Illustrated Catalogue (13 Plates), price 5s. 


Printed by J. Davy & Sons, Ltd., 8-9, Frith-street, Soho-square, London, W., England 


CONDITIONS OF SALE. 


I. The highest bidder to be the buyer. If any dispute arise 
the Auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to settle 
it; and to put any disputed lot up again immediately. 

II. No person to advance less than 1s.; above five pounds 
5s., and so on in proportion. 

III. All lots are sold subject to the right of the seller or his 
agent to bid, or else to impose a reserve. 

IV. The purchasers to give in their names and places of 
abode, and to pay down 10s. in the pound or more, if 
required, in part payment of the purchase-money; in 
default of which the lot or lots purchased may be imme- 
diately put up again and re-sold. 

V. All lots are sold as shown and with all faults, imperfec- 
tions and errors of description. Messrs. Sotheby & 
Co. act as agents; they have full discretion to refuse 
any bidding or to withdraw any lot or lots from the 
sale without in either case giving any reason; they are 
not responsible for errors of description or for genuine- 
ness or authenticity of any lot or for any fault or defect 
in it, and make no warranty whatever. 

VI. The lots to be taken away at the buyer’s risk and ex- 
pense, immediately after the conclusion of the sale; in 
default of which Messrs. Sotheby & Co. will not hold 
themselves responsible if the same are lost, stolen, 
damaged, or otherwise destroyed, but they will be left 
at the sole risk of the purchaser, and subject to a 
charge for warehousing. If, at the expiration of Two 
Days after the conclusion of the sale, the lots are not 
cleared or paid for, they may then be sold immediately, 
either publicly or by private treaty, without any notice 
being given to the defaulter. 

VII. Upon failure of the buyer to comply with any of the 
above conditions, the money deposited in part-pay- 
ment shall be forfeited; and the defaulter at this sale 
shall make good to Messrs. Sotheby & Co. any loss 
arising from the re-sale, together with their charges 
and expenses in respect of both sales. 

To prevent confusion no purchases can be claimed 

or removed during the sale. 


Messrs. SOTHEBY & CO. are prepared to execute bids, and in addition 
to advise intending purchasers, as far as possible, if requested by them to do so, 
without making any charge for either service. Lots will be procured as 
cheaply as is permitted by other bids or reserves, if any. 


34 & 35, New Bond Street, London, W.(1) 
Telegraphic Address: 
“ Abinitio, Wesdo, London.” Telephone: (3 lines) 
A.B.C. Code, 5th Edition. Mayfair 6682, 6683, 6684. 


In sending Commissions this Catalogue may be referred to as “IBIS.” 


COMMISSIONS SENT BY TELEPHONE ARE ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE SENDER’S RISK, 
AND MUST BE CONFIRMED BY LETTER OR TELEGRAM. 


CATALOGUE 


AEB W..PI RB CES 


OF 


Pee SCULPTURE, 


Which will be Sold immediately after Gen. Sir John Maxwell's 
Collection of Egyptian Antiquities. 


Tuesday, June 12th, 1928. 


LOT 
1 An Egyptian Inlay in the form of a face, 1fin. high, in 
turquoise blue opaque glass. [PI. I] 


2 Another, 24 in. high, in white opaque glass covered with a 
mottled brownish paste, possibly intended to reproduce 
the colouring of a southerner; the wig has evidently been 
of the short rounded type, the neck is shaped to fit into 
a necklace ; the modelling is good; the artist has made two 
attempts to place the eye; an interesting specimen. 


(PL 1 


3 Another, 1,3 in. high, in dull green stone, finely modelled. 
[Pl. Vj 


t 


4 A HEAD OF A JEW, in. high, in pale bluish green 
glazed faience, the eyes, hair and beard in black, fine and 
very rare, found at Memphis in 1909 :—on stand in glass 
case. [Pl. I, three views of which one is enlarged] 


** This is a choice instance of the lighter mood of Egyptian 
art. With a keen eye for essential traits, a sense of 
humour and a touch of malice, the Egyptian rejoiced in 
caricature, and traces of its spirit are observable even in 
portrait statues. In the present case the details have 
evidently been closely studied and purposely exaggerated. 
The type may be seen in many wall-paintings, but whilst 
in them the artist is bound by convention, here he has a 
freer hand, and his treatment is almost Japanese in 
character. He has succeeded in giving a startling effect 
of life to the stretched mouth and the black beady eyes 
with their mesmeric stare, and as is usual in the best 
Egyptian style, he has contrived to produce the impres- 
sion of a larger image. The favourite subject for small 
models of this kind is the negro; figures of Asiatics are 
very rare, and this specimen is believer to be unexampled. 


5 AN Ivory Figure OF A SEATED YOUTH, in high relief, 3 in. 
high, naked, a cloak under him and over his left shoulder, 
looking round, no doubt towards another figure not pre- 
served : fine Greek work of the Hellenistic period; found 
in Persia near Rages :—in glass case. [PI. I] 


6 A MARBLE Torso or Dionysos, represented as a boy, 27% in. 
high: the weight rests on the left leg, the right leg is 
drawn to the side; the head was probably turned to the 
figure’s left: a long lock of hair hangs down on each 
side of the head: there are remains of the tree-trunk 
support on the left thigh behind, Furtwangler and other 
German experts were of opinion that this was a Greek 
original: if not, it is a good Roman copy after a charming 
Greek original of the fourth century B.c.:—on stand. 


(Pl. 11 


** From the Barberini collection, Rome. 


Lot 7 


A MARBLE STATUETTE OF APHRODITE, 


21 in. high im its present state; missing, the legs below 
the knees and the arms from below the shoulders; Greek 
marble. The head was broken off and is replaced: th'e 
break is clean, and the head quite certainly belongs, to 
the body; part of the left shoulder-blade had also 
splintered off and has been put back; there are no 
restorations; the surface is in fine condition, and the 
tone of the marble is charming. The right arm was 
lowered (probably bent at the elbow), the left was raised ; 
the attitude of the body, the strong turn of the head, 
and the raised arm, point to some rather vigorous action ; 
the goddess was probably twisting her hair into a knot 
at the back. We have called the figure Aphrodite, and 
it is probably Aphrodite rather than a nymph; she is 
represented younger than usual (perhaps about sixteen 
or seventeen), but so she is, for example, in the 
Anadyomene of the Gabinetto delle Maschere in the 
Vatican. 

The statue stands by itself; there are no ancient replicas 
known, and it is undoubtedly a Greek original. The date 
is probably the early Hellenistic period, say about 300 B.c. 
The twists of the body and head point to a period not 
much earlier than this; a certain analogy is provided 
by the Apollo of Cyrene in the British Museum (turns 
of head and body, small mouth, treatment of hair); the 
original of which the Apollo is a fine Roman copy has 
been assigned to the fourth century, but it was more 
probably Hellenistic. 

The modelling of our statue is of great beauty, and 
the back is as fine as the front. The photographs do 
not quite do justice to the head, which is bolder in 
modelling than here appears. 

THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT AND BEAUTIFUL PIECE, AND 
ONE OF THE MOST CHARMING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE 
GODDESS THAT HAVE COME DOWN TO US. 

The statuette is mounted on a marble revolving stand. 


[For Illustrations see Frontispiece and Pl. Il and IV]. 
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8 A LIFE-SIZE MARBLE HEAD OF A YoutH, probably the young 
Dionysos, ll in. high: the tip of nose is missing; the 
work is otherwise in excellent condition, with the surface 
undamaged. A fine Roman copy of a charming original 
of the fourth century B.c.:—on marble stand. [Pl. V 
and VI] 


9 A MARBLE HEAD or APHRODITE, 8 in. high, part of the nose, 
of the lips, and of the chin are modern. Roman copy 
of a Hellenistic original ; found in Alexandria :—on marble 


stand. [Pl. VI] 


10 A MARBLE STATUETTE OF APHRODITE, 14 in. high: the head 
is a modern addition. Roman work on a Hellenistic 
model; from Alexandria :—on marble stand. [Pl. VIII] 


11 A clay Head of a Goddess, 541n. high: part of the bust is 
restored. South Italian Greek work of the second quarter 
of the fifth century B.c.; found close to Bologna :—on 
stand 


12 Ai clay Head of a Goddess, 34in. high, Greek work of the 
early part of the fifth century B.c.; found at Selinunte 
in Sicily :—on marble stand 
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13 <A PART OF A LARGE TABLE-LEG in giallo antico, 17 in. high: 
the upper part is in the form of a panther’s head and 
neck with wide-open mouth, the lower part is decorated 
with acanthus leaves: part of the lower jaw is restored : 
the eyes are inlaid in dark green stone or paste: very 
handsome Roman work; from. Alexandria :—on marble 


stand. [Pl. IX] 


14 A part oF A TABLE-LEG in Egyptian alabaster, 11 in. high: 
the upper part is in the form of a lion’s head. Roman; 
from Egypt :—on marble stand. [Pl. X] 


15 A marble Head, 74in. high, part of a statuette of Silvanus, 
crowned with pine: the nose and part of the upper lip 
are restored in plaster. Roman work; found in Rome :— 


on stand. [Pl. XT] 


16 A marble Head, 3%in. high, part of a statuette of a girl 
wearing her hair in the “melon” fashion: mouth and 
chin and the greater part of the nose are modern: late 
Greek (Alexandria ?) work; found in one of the Greek 
islands :—on marble stand. [Pl. XT] 


1% <A marble Head, 3in. high, part of a statuette of Asklepios, 
late Greek or Roman period, from Alexandria; and a 
small Head in marble, 14 in. high, wearing a flat cap 2 
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18 A marble Head and neck of Bacchus, 104%n. high, crowned 
with grapes and vine leaves: the nose missing :—on 
marble stand 


19 A FINELY SCULPTURED HEAD OF A YOUTHFUL Satyr, 441. 
high, in red quartz: part of the top and back of the 
head are missing, but apart from minor cracks and 
abrasions the face is perfect :—on stand, a square block 
of serpentine marble. [Pl. XI] 


** This head is stated to have been found many years ago 
at a depth of 9 metres close to the Piazza Colonna, in 
Rome. 


20 A WELL-MODELLED Torso, 15%n. high, of a Dancing Faun, 
in alabaster, said to have been taken from the sea bed 
off the coast of Egypt:—on marble stand. [Pl. XII] 


** Published in the Burlington Magazine, vol. XLIII, 
p. 194, 1923. 


END OF SALE. 


"Printed by J. Davy & Sons, Ltd., 8-9, F rith-street, London, W., England. 
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PRICES AND BUYERS’ 


£ 8S. 
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